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BOROUGH  OF  TAUNTON. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for  the  Year  1909. 


Population  of  Borough  (igoi) 

,..  21,087 

Estimated  Population  to  middle  of  igog 

...  22,245 

Area  in  Statute  Acres  ... 

1,438 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  Population 

20’g 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  Population  ... 

15*0 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

*g8 

Infantile  Mortality  per  1,000  Births  ... 

ni*5 

To  the  Mayor ,  Aldermen ,  and  Burgesses  of  the  Borough  of 

Taunton. 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  of  the 
Health  of  the  Town  for  the  year  igog. 

Notwithstanding  the  somewhat  unpropitious  seasons,  as 
regards  weather,  the  increased  rainfall,  and  the  falling  off  in 
the  sunshine,  the  year  has  been  a  healthy  one,  and  will  com¬ 
pare  favourably  with  any  of  its  predecessors.  The  total  Death- 
rate,  the  Zymotic  Death-rate,  and  Infantile  Mortality  were  all 
below  the  average,  as  will  be  shown  in  the  following  pages. 
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Medical  Officer’s  Report. 


I.  Mortality  during  1909. 

The  total  Deaths  in  the  year  1909  were  335,  or  at  the  rate 
of  15*0  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  average  of  the  preceding  ten  years  was  16*8  per  1,000. 

This  represents  the  gross  Deaths,  but  34  non-residents  died 
in  the  Borough,  viz.  :  20  in  the  Taunton  and  Somerset 

Hospital,  and  14  in  the  Union  Workhouse,  thus  reducing  the 
total  to  301. 

But  5  residents  died  in  Institutions  outside  the  Borough, 
viz.:  3  in  Cotford  Asylum,  and  2  in  the  Isolation  Hospital. 
These  being  added  make  the  net  number  of  deaths  306,  or  at 
the  rate  of  13*8  per  1,000. 


(a)  Localities. 

The  Deaths  occurred  as  follows :  In  the 


Borough  ... 

250 

Taunton  and  Somerset  Hospital 

50 

Union  Workhouse 

35 

Total 

335 

(6)  Sexes. 

Of  the  335  Deaths,  155  were  Males,  and  180  F 

emales. 

(c)  Ages  at  Death. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  various  ages  at 

Death 

Under  1  year 

52 

1  to  5  years 

16 

5  to  15  „  . 

13 

15  to  25  „  . 

15 

25  to  65  „  . 

118 

65  years  and  upwards 

121 

Total  ...  335 

It  is  gratifying  to  hnd  that  the  number  of  Deaths  of  Infants 
under  one  year  of  age  is  decreasing,  only  numbering  52, 
whereas  the  average  of  the  preceding  ten  years  was  71. 
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(d)  Deaths  in  Public  Institutions. 

The  Deaths  in  the  Public  Institutions  in  the  Borough 
during  the  year  were  85,  as  follows : — 

1.  Taunton  and  Somerset  Hospital. 

Urban  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Rural  ,,  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Non-residents  outside  both  Districts  ...  9 

5o 

2.  Union  Workhouse. 

Urban  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

R  u  r  a  1  , ,  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

35 

II.  Causes  of  Death. 

(a)  Zymotic  Diseases. 

There  were  22  Deaths  from  Zymotic  Disease  in  the  year, 
viz.  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Enteric  Fever  ... 

Diarrhoea 


The  Scarlet  Fever  and  one  Diphtheria  case  occurred  in  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  and  the  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  in  the 
Taunton  and  Somerset  Hospital. 

The  Zymotic  Death-rate  is  *98. 

( b )  Deaths  from  other  Causes. 

The  chief  causes  of  the  other  Deaths  were  : — 

Heart  Disease 
Pneumonia 
Bronchitis 
Phthisis  ... 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

Cancer 
Enteritis  ... 

Premature  Births 
Accidents 


28 

11 

16 

22 

7 
3° 
10 

10 

8 


I 

Death 

2 

>> 

5 

}) 

3 

}  j 

11 

22 

>  > 
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III.  Births  during  1909. 

The  total  Births  were  466,  or  at  the  rate  of  20*9  per  1,000. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

This,  the  number  of  Deaths  under  one  year  of  age  per 
1,000  Births,  has  been  for  years  past  abnormally  high.  This 
is  mainly  owing  to  the  improper  feeding  of  Infants,  which 
produces  Gastric  or  Intestinal  mischief,  and  Diarrhoea,  which 
gives  rise  to  impaired  nutrition,  and  often  death. 

Ignorance  and  prejudice  have  done  their  fatal  work  in  the 
past,  but  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that,  thanks  to  steps 
taken  last  year,  the  Infantile  Death-rate  is  reduced. 

In  1909  it  was  only  111*5  per  1,000  Births,  whereas  the 
average  of  the  preceding  ten  years  was  136*4  per  1,000  Births. 

The  adoption  of  the  Notification  of  Births  Act  has  been  of 
immense  value  in  checking  this  heavy  Death-rate. 

Every  Birth  should  be  notified  to  me  within  36  hours  of  the 
Birth  of  the  child,  a  penalty  not  exceeding  20s.  being  inflicted 
in  cases  of  non-compliance. 

During  1909,  446  Births  were  so  notified.  The  persons 
notifying  and  the  numbers  notified  were  as  follows  : — 

By  Medical  Men  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

,,  Midwives  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  322 

,,  Parents  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 


Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  446 

The  Health  Visitor,  Miss  Bradley,  visits  the  house  ten  days 
to  a  fortnight  after  the  child  is  born,  and  inquires  into  and 
advises  on  its  method  of  feeding;  she  also  sees  to  the  condition 
of  the  house  and  premises. 

The  total  number  of  visits  so  paid  were  2,625. 

The  chief  difficulties  to  be  overcome  arise  from  (1)  the 
improper  feeding  of  Infants;  and  (2)  the  mothers  being  occu¬ 
pied  by  day  at  the  Factory  or  elsewhere,  and  so  leaving  the 
Infant  to  the  charge  of  others. 

(1)  Improper  Feeding. 

It  cannot  too  strongly  be  insisted  upon  that  to  ensure 
health,  an  Infant  should  be  breast-fed.  Where  this  is  im¬ 
possible,  the  nearest  approach  to  mother’s  milk  should  be  given. 
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Out  of  the  446  children  notified  108  were  bottle  fed,  or 
starchy  food  of  some  kind  given,  quite  unsuited  to  the  Infant. 
The  “  long-tubed  ”  bottle,  with  its  concomitant  of  decomposing 
milk  is  still  common. 


(2)  The  Mother’s  Employment. 

The  absence  of  the  mother  from  home  is  often  found  to  be 
the  cause  of  the  infant’s  failing  health.  It  is  left  to  those  who 
know  little,  and  often  care  less,  about  it.  To  keep  it  quiet  often 
appears  to  be  the  chief  aim. 

The  establishment  of  well-managed  Creches  would  be  a 
great  boon,  both  to  mothers  and  infants,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  before  long  such  will  be  established  in  the  town. 

There  were  17  Deaths  due  to  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis,  and 
in  nearly  all  these  cases  the  children  were  bottle-fed,  and  in 
many  cases  the  mothers  were  absent  from  home  during  the  day. 

There  were  11  Premature  Births,  and  16  children  were 
still-born. 

IV.  Sickness  during  1909. 

(a)  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


I  received  59  Notifications  during  the  year.  They  were  as 
follows  : — 

Scarlet  Fever 


Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever 


1 7  cases 

11 

23 


>) 


Erysipelas 
Puerperal  Fever... 


7 


1 


>> 

tf 


59  • 

Of  these  29  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  viz.  : 
17  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  6  cases  of  Diphtheria,  and  6  cases 
of  Enteric  Fever. 

The  average  number  of  Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases 
was  below  the  average. 

As  regards  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  they  were  of  a 
sporadic  character,  occurring  at  intervals  in  various  parts  of 
the  town.  This  is  nothing  out  of  the  common,  and  is  of 
yearly  occurrence. 
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As  regards  the  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  more  may  be  said. 
In  October  a  number  of  cases  were  notified  to  me  in  various 
parts  of  the  town.  They  numbered  21  in  all,  10  of  which  were 
children  ;  7  were  Males,  and  14  Females.  On  inspection  I 
found  all  the  houses  provided  with  town  water.  The  drainage 
was  good.  But  there  was  one  factor  in  common  in  all  the 
cases,  the  milk  supply  was  the  same.  That  this  was  the  cause 
of  the  disease  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  when  the  milk  supply 
was  stopped  no  fresh  cases  occurred.  On  making  further  in¬ 
vestigations  I  was  able  to  complete  the  chain  of  evidence  with 
regard  to  the  infectivity  of  the  milk.  I  found  that  at  the 
beginning  of  October  a  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  occurred  in  the 
house  of  the  milker  of  the  cows.  Further,  I  found  the  adjoin¬ 
ing  wells  polluted  with  sewage  and  the  water  used  for  washing 
the  milk  utensils  and  other  purposes  on  the  farm.  Thus  the 
missing  link  was  found.  It  is  another  instance  of  the  great 
necessity  of  extreme  carefulness  on  the  part  of  Cowkeepers 
and  Dairymen  and  of  pure  water,  and  the  absence  of  infectious 
disease  in  the  neigbourhood. 

One  other  matter  I  would  mention  whilst  on  this  subject, 
and  that  is  the  great  desirability  of  a  Bacteriological  Examina¬ 
tion  of  these  cases. 

Widal’s  Blood  test  would  at  once  definitely  settle  whether 
the  case  is  one  of  Enteric  Fever  or  of  one  of  the  other  diseases 
which  resemble  it.  Especially,  too,  is  this  the  case  with 
Diphtheria,  where  the  presence,  or  otherwise,  of  Loffler's 
Bacillus  would  be  of  extreme  value.  The  diagnosis  of  these 
cases  are  often  difficult,  and  mistakes  are  frequently  made. 
This  is  of  special  danger  when  the  case  is  sent  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  where  it  is  exposed  to  immediate  infection. 

A  mistaken  case  endangers  the  patient,  throws  an  un¬ 
necessary  expense  upon  the  ratepayers,  and  gives  the  town  a 
bad  name  by  swelling  its  numbers  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  informs  me  that  he 
will  undertake  this  Bacteriological  Examination  for  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  at  a  very  moderate  cost,  and  I  strongly  urge 
your  Council  to  take  advantage  of  the  offer. 

V.  Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children. 

The  Medical  Inspection  was  continued  during  the  year, 
when  953  children  were  examined. 
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As  my  Report  as  School  Medical  Officer  accompanies  this 
Report,  I  need  say  no  more  here,  but  refer  you  to  it. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  Dwellings. 

Constant  supervision  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year 
of  the  various  dwellings  and  other  premises  in  the  town. 

Your  Inspector  (Mr.  Northcombe)  reports  that  1,45° 
inspections  were  made,  and  that  271  houses  required  cleansing, 
repair,  and  limewashing. 

136  orders  were  issued  for  the  Sanitary  Improvements  of 
Houses  and  Premises. 

Drains  appear  to  be  constantly  at  fault,  due  more  to  care¬ 
lessness  on  the  part  of  the  tenant  than  to  faultiness  of  con¬ 
struction.  279  such  Drains  had  the  Smoke  Test  applied  to 
them.  208  required  repair,  &c.,  and  no  less  than  228  Water 
Closets  needed  repair. 

Dust  accumulations  were  removed  in  504  cases,  and  61 
cases  of  Manure,  Animal,  and  other  refuse  had  to  be  dealt 
with ;  and  57  Animals  were  removed,  being  improperly  kept. 

Further  details  will  be  found  in  Mr.  Northcombe’s  Report, 
which  accompanies  this. 

Sewerage. 

The  New  Sewer  mentioned  in  my  last  year’s  Report  has 
been  completed,  and  is  in  working  order. 

Water  Supply. 

This  has  been  very  satisfactory  during  the  year.  My  Quarterly 
Analysis  shows  that  it  maintains  its  good  qualities,  and  a 
Bacteriological  Examination  made  by  Dr.  Walker  Hall,  of 
University  College,  Bristol,  resulted  in  a  report  that  it  might 
be  classed  with  the  best  of  waters. 

Your  Water  Manager  (Mr.  H.  Coles)  informs  me  that  the 
Luxhay  Reservoir,  with  a  capacity  of  120,000,000  gallons,  is 
now  full. 

This  is  a  subject  for  congratulation,  as  is  also  the  fact  that 
the  towm  has  now  a  constant  supply. 

Dairies  and  Milkshops. 

These,  as  last  year,  number  37,  and  have  been  frequently 
inspected  during  the  year.  I  had  occasion  to  complain  of  one, 
which,  owing  to  its  situation,  I  considered  unfit  for  the  purpose, 
and  it  has  been  discontinued  as  a  Dairy. 
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I  would  again  emphasize  the  danger  of  flies  coming  into 
contact  with  milk,  and  of  the  necessity  of  keeping  them 
from  it. 

Bakehouses. 

One  additional  Bakehouse  has  been  opened,  and  there  are 
now  31  in  the  Borough. 

They  are  frequently  inspected,  and  your  Bye-laws  are 
complied  with. 

Slaughter-Houses. 

These  are  11  in  number,  and  are  frequently  inspected. 

A  Public  Abattoir  would  be  a  great  boon  to  the  town.  I 
have  for  so  many  years  urged  this,  that  I  hardly  like  to  repeat 
what  I  have  said  before. 

But  it  cannot  be  denied  that  we  shall  never  have  a 
thoroughly  satisfactory  meat  supply  until  it  is  provided. 

Not  merely  from  the  building  point  of  view  would  it  be 
preferable  to  the  small  Private  Slaughter  Houses,  now  adjacent 
to  streets  and  dwellings,  but  it  would  afford  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  that  diseased  meat  was  kept  out  of  our  Market.  It 
would  also  ensure  the  merciful  treatment  of  Animals  slaughtered. 

Unsound  Food. 

In  April  my  attention  was  called  to  a  consignment  of 
Oysters  sent  here  from  a  sewage  polluted  area  at  Poole.  Dr. 
Klein  made  a  Bacteriological  Examination  of  them,  and  pro¬ 
nounced  them  “  not  clean,  and  dangerous  for  consumption,” 
and  I  had  them  destroyed. 

Fortunately,  they  had  not  been  exposed  for  sale,  and  none 
had  been  eaten. 

My  attention  has  been  called  several  times  during  the  year 
to  questionable  meat,  and  I  found  one  Tuberculous  Bullock, 
which,  although  slaughtered,  had  not  been  exposed  for  sale, 
and  it  was  immediately  destroyed. 

Factories,  Workshops,  and  Work-places. 

no  Inspections  were  made  of  the  Factories  in  the  town, 
446  of  the  Workshops,  and  83  of  the  Work-places  during  the 
year. 

The  defects  found  were  46.  12  were  due  to  want  of 

cleanliness,  1  to  want  of  Ventilation,  3  to  insufficient  Sanitary 
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Accommodation,  and  29  to  breach  of  Sanitary  requirements 
for  Bakehouses.  All  these  defects  were  remedied. 

The  Tabular  Statement  at  the  end  of  this  Report  contains 
the  details  of  Home-work,  Registered  Workshops,  and  other 
matters. 

Meteorology  of  1909. 

At  the  end  of  this  Report  will,  be  found  my  Monthly 
Meteorological  Table  for  the  year. 

It  was  chiefly  remarkable  for  its  heavy  Rainfall,  which 
amounted  to  29*25  inches,  the  average  being  27  inches. 

The  heaviest  Rainfall  was  in  October,  when  5*50  inches 
fell ;  in  December,  when  4*73  inches  fell  ;  and  in  March  and 
June,  when  3*46  and  3*55  inches  fell  respectively. 

The  greatest  amount  of  Sunshine  was  in  May  and  August ; 
June  and  July,  especially  the  former,  being  below  the  average. 

In  conclusion  I  may  state  that  two  important  Acts  of 
Parliament,  which  have  come  into  force  during  the  year,  will 
be  of  great  assistance  in  improving  the  dwellings  of  the  poor, 
and  providing  means  for  carrying  out  various  sanitary  require¬ 
ments  which  are  greatly  needed,  viz.,  the  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1907,  and  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c., 
Act,  1909. 

These  will  greatly  strengthen  the  hands  of  Sanitary 
Authorities  in  battling  against  dirt  and  disease. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

HENRY  J.  ALFORD,  M.D.,  Lond., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


TABLE  I.  TAUNTON  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Vital  Statistics  of  whole  District  during  igog  and  Previous  Years. 
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♦Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

Area  of  District  in  acres  1  Total  population  at  all  ages  ...  ...  ...  21,078  ) 

(exclusive  of  area  l  1,435  Number  of  inhabited  houses . .  4,514  l  At  Census  of  1901. 

covered  by  water)...  j  Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ...  5  j 


TABLE  II. 


Taunton  Urban  Sanitary  District 


Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities  in  1909 

and  previous  years. 


Taunton  Registration  District. 

Year. 

Population 
Estimated  to 
Middle  of 
each  Year. 

Births 

Registered. 

Deaths  at  all 
Ages. 

Deaths  under 
One  Year. 

1899 

20,254 

562 

388 

no 

1900 

20,395 

535 

427 

84 

1901 

21,078 

502 

335 

68 

1902 

21,227 

488 

353 

64 

1903 

21,367 

532 

380 

85 

1904 

21,516 

5°3 

340 

49 

1905 

21,647 

5i5 

306 

52 

1906 

21,796 

489 

381 

60 

1907 

21,945 

556 

366 

77 

1908 

21,096 

483 

384 

64 

Averages  of 
years 
1899-1908 

21,232 

5i6 

376 

7i 

1909 

22,245 

466 

335 

52 

j 

TABLE  III 


Taunton  Urban  Sanitary  District. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1909. 


Cases  Notified  in  Whole  District. 

O 

*-*  -w 

■s? 

Notifiable 

At  Ages 

— Years. 

0.2 

Q  -a 

§  a 

u  ™ 

0) 

CD  rH 

a;  « 

CD  O 

U  Is 

<-4-l 

°‘S, 

.  CD 

O  O 

1 

Disease. 

At  all  ages. 

Under  1 

1  to  5 

>o 

H 

O 

-M 

to 

to 

N 

0 

-»-> 

to 

w 

to 

to 

0 

*-* 

to 

65  and 

upwards. 

Small-pox  ... 

•  .  • 

, ,  . 

.  •  • 

,  .  . 

.  .  • 

•  •  • 

Cholera 

... 

... 

... 

... 

*  *  * 

... 

... 

... 

Diphtheria  (includi’g 
Membranous  Croup) 

11 

4 

6 

I 

6 

Erysipelas  ... 

7 

... 

... 

... 

... 

5 

2 

... 

Scarlet  fever 

17 

... 

4 

7 

3 

3 

... 

Typhus  fever 

•  •  • 

... 

•  *  • 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

Enteric  fever 

23 

... 

1 

10 

6 

6 

1 

7 

Relapsing  fever 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Continued  fever 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

Puerperal  fever 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

Plague 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  ♦ 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

Totals 

59 

... 

9 

23 

10 

15 

2 

13 

TABLE  IV 


TAUNTON  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year,  1909. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Deaths  in  whole  District  at 

subjoined  Ages. 

Deaths  in  Public 

Institutions. 

All  ages. 

Under  i 

1  and  under  5 

5  and  under  15 

15  and 

under  25 

10 

>-t 

CD 

no 

G 

nO  p 
g 

Oj 

10 

<N 

65  and 

upwards 

Small-pox 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Measles 

... 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

... 

... 

.  ,  . 

.  .  . 

Whooping-cough 

•  •  • 

5 

2 

3 

Diphtheria  (including 

Membranous  Croup)  ... 

1 

1 

Croup 

.  . . 

.  .  . 

•  .  • 

I  Typhus 

.  .  . 

*  •  • 

... 

Fever  \  Enteric 

•  •  • 

3 

.  .  . 

2 

I 

3 

(  Other  continued 

.  .  . 

Epidemic  influenza 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Cholera 

•  •  • 

... 

.  .  . 

Plague 

.  .  , 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Diarrhoea 

•  •  . 

11 

7 

1 

1 

2 

Enteritis 

... 

10 

10 

•  •  • 

2 

Gastritis 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

Puerperal  fever 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

Erysipelas 

.  .  . 

.  •  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

Phthisis  (pulmonary 

tuberculosis') 

22 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

3 

II 

7 

3 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 

7 

2 

2 

.  ,  . 

I 

2 

2 

Cancer,  malignant 

disease 

3° 

.  .  • 

•  .  . 

2 

l6 

12 

1 2 

Bronchitis 

•  •  • 

16 

3 

1 

•  •  • 

2 

10 

5 

Pneumonia 

1 1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

3 

1 

Pleurisy 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

.  •  • 

.  .  . 

•  •  . 

•  *  • 

Other  diseases  of 

respira- 

tory  organs  ... 

.  .  • 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  • 

>  •  « 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Alcoholism 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

•  •  • 

3 

*  *  • 

•  •  . 

•  •  • 

3 

•  •  • 

3 

Venereal  diseases 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

... 

1 

Premature  birth 

... 

10 

10 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

... 

Diseases  and  accidents  of 

parturition  ... 

... 

1 

.  .  • 

.  .  • 

1 

.  .  . 

.  •  • 

Heart  diseases... 

... 

28 

.  .  . 

*  .  . 

.  .  . 

16 

12 

5 

Accidents 

... 

8 

.  .  . 

2 

3 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

4 

Suicides 

... 

1 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

All  other  causes 

... 

167 

15 

4 

6 

8 

63 

71 

44 

All  causes 

j  335 

52 

16 

13 

15 

118 

121 

1  85 

TABLE  V.  TAUNTON  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1909. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 
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Births  in  the  year— Legitimate,  466  ;  illegitimate,  20.  Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages,  335.  Population,  estimated  to  middle  of  1909,  22,245 

Deaths  in  the  year — Legitimate  Infants,  50  ;  Illegitimate  Infants,  2, 


METEOROLOGICAL  TABLE,  1909. 


c/D  u 

03  c 

w 

o 

in 

n 

00 

in 

W 

m 

vO 

O 

00 

. 

M 

01 

M 

M 

W 

M 

W 

01 

M 

W 

W  'rt 

cd 

0£i 

C 

•  rH 

cd 

C/D 

OD 

Ov 

01 

VO 

co 

<N 

n 

o 

VO 

CO 

o 

VO 

CO 

XI 

o 

a 

M 

ro 

CO 

b 

00 

1° 

ro 

Ov 

9 

n 

co 

b 

in 

in 

Ov 

C/D 

b 

c 

§Q 

OI 

VO 

00 

CO 

1 

w 

M 

<n 

in 

vO 

01 

•  r “* 

00 

X 

c n 

c 

3 

c/5 

in 

in 

*n 

C/D 

D 

o 

ffi 

o 

in 

ID 

Oi 

79 

CO 

01 

01 

in 

Ov 

01 

co 

w 

o 

o 

01 

in 

vO 

01 

G\ 

TT 

co 

o 

M 

97 

68 

-+-» 

C/D 

<D 

O 

O 

0 

O 

O 

0 

O 

0 

O 

O 

o 

o 

M 

00 

M 

n 

Ov 

Ov 

in 

co 

Ov 

01 

Ov 

i? 

oi 

M 

M 

01 

01 

CO 

Tj- 

Tt- 

01 

01 

w 

M 

v-i 

<U 

» 

CD 

4-» 

C2 

C/D 

c 

CD 

o 

O 

O 

O 

D 

o 

o 

o 

O 

o 

o 

O 

o 

X 

M 

»n 

00 

M 

oo 

o 

CO 

OV 

Ov 

in 

G 

CUD 

in 

m 

in 

00 

VO 

VO 

n 

in 

c 

L-i 

£ 

<D 

X3 

H 

. 

O 

o 

O 

O 

o 

O 

C 

o 

O 

O 

c 

a3 

O 

O 

vp 

01 

M 

Ov 

CO 

CO 

Tt" 

vO 

CO 

CD 

Ov 

00 

00 

00 

M 

o 

M 

b 

b 

M 

o 

S 

co 

CO 

co 

Tf 

in 

in 

VO 

VO 

in 

m 

n 

CO 

Ov 

ov 

CO 

O 

o 

01 

in 

!>. 

C/D 

CD 

oo 

o 

r<~) 

co 

CO 

CO 

vO 

£ 

bv 

bv 

bv 

bv 

bv 

bv 

bv 

bv 

bv 

bv 

bv 

oo 

o 

01 

01 

oi 

(N 

01 

01 

01 

01 

oi 

01 

01 

01 

CD 

-*— » 

<D 

cl 

in 

o 

00 

m 

co 

Ov 

Ov 

O 

O 

CO 

n 

CD 

VO 

in 

Ov 

CO 

CO 

01 

CO 

01 

01 

CO 

CO 

G 

rd 

o 

o 

bi 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

O 

•  i-H 

co 

CO 

01 

co 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

co 

co 

CO 

J-< 

cd 

PQ 

ffi 

VO 

CO 

VO 

CO 

01 

o 

M 

VO 

O 

00 

d 

aJ 

(D 

w 

o 

Ov 

o 

ov 

Ov 

o 

O 

o 

CO 

o 

o 

bv 

bv 

o 

bv 

bv 

o 

o 

Ov 

o 

ov 

§ 

CO 

CO 

01 

01 

CO 

01 

01 

CO 

CO 

01 

CO 

01 

ffi 

H 

kO 

U 

0) 

X 

u 

i-< 

o 

X 

Si 

4) 

X 

Z 

j_, 

cd 

+-> 

g 

<D 

CJ 

rj 

o 

s 

cd 

3 

cd 

3 

u 

X 

0) 

lx 

Marct 

April 

May 

June 

>> 

”3 

1 — 1 

c n 

3 

tuo 

3 

C 

d) 

44 

Ph 

<D 

c n 

xi 

o 

o 

O 

3 

CD 

> 

O 

£ 

G 

0) 

O 

<v 

Q 

ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  MEDICAL  OFFICER  of  HEALTH 

For  the  Year  1909 , 

FOR  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  TAUNTON, 

on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act ,  1901 , 

in  connection  with 

Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces  &  Homework. 

1.— INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors 

of  Nuisances. 


Premises, 

(i) 

Inspections. 

(2) 

Number  of 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

(4) 

Factories 

no 

2 

•  •  • 

(Including  Factory  Laundries.) 

Workshops 

446 

1 

•  •  • 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries.) 

Workplaces 

83 

... 

•  •  • 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises 

included  in  Part  3  of  this 

Report.) 

Total  ... 

639 

3 

... 

2.  — DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number 

Particulars. 

(1) 

Found. 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 
(4) 

of 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

(5) 

j  Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts  : — 

Want  of  cleanliness  ... 

12 

12 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Want  of  ventilation 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  »  • 

Overcrowding  ... 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  ... 

... 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

Other  nuisances 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Sanitary 

insufficient 
unsuitable  or  de- 

3 

3 

... 

... 

accommo-  •< 
dation 

fective 

not  separate  for 

•  •  • 

*  *  • 

•  • 

... 

j  Offences  tinder 
Workshop  Act 
Illegal  occu 

{  sexes  ... 
the  Factory  and 

pation  of  under- 

ground  bakehouse  (s.  101)  ... 
Breach  of  special  sanitary 
requirements  for  bakehouses 

(ss.  97  to  100) 

29 

29 

.  .  . 

.  .  « 

Other  offences  ... 

(Excluding  offences  relating 
to  outwork  which  are  in¬ 
cluded  in  Part  3  of  this 
Report.) 

Total  ... 

46 

46 

•  .  . 

•  •  • 
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TAUNTON  URBAN  SANITARY 
i  DISTRICT. 

4.—  REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

ill 

Number. ! 
(2) 

m.  ^ 

c n 

O.  £ 

^Bakehouses  ... 

31 

O  . 

23  crt 
crt  0) 

2*i  w  . 

Dressmakers,  28  ;  Milliners,  13  ;  Tailors,  10  ;  Boot  &  Shoe,  9  ; 
R  ag  s,2  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  ...  ... 

62 

U  3  <U 

0  0  S- 
>  ,r|  <U 
|>  <u  23 

Brush  and  Clogs,  1  ;  Cabinet  and  Upholsterers,  9  ;  Plumbers 
and  Painters,  13 

23 

T3 

Glove  and  Gaiters,  2  ;  Saddlers,  4  ;  Carpenters,  13 

19 

“is 

8  o.S 

Carriage,  4;  Smith  and  Wheelwrights,  12;  Scales,  1; 
Tinmen,  2 

19 

Cycle,  8  ;  Dyer,  1  ;  Engraver,  2;  Guns,  1  ;  Jeweller,  4 

16 

0  £3 

Basket,  1  ;  Box  (paper),  1  ;  Laundry,  1  ;  Organ,  2;  Piano,  1 

6 

sl« 

Picture,  2  ;  Sculptor,  3  ;  Wool  Stapler,  1  ;  Bottle  Washing,  2 

8 

aJ  !>  a> 

t!  «rQ 

Sugar  Boiler,  2  ;  Photographer,  2 

4 

0 

0*23 

e  § 

M  m 

Domestic  Workshops 

146 

Work-places  .. 

13 

Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register  * 

347 

*  188  Workshops,  146  Domestic  Workshops,  and  13  Workplaces. 


5.— OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 

Number. 

(1) 

(2) 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories: — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act 

(s-  133)  ••• 

...  .  ,  ,  ,  tj  n/r  (  Notified  by  H.M. 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Tnsnprtnr 

Inspector  as  remediable  under  the  !  fdf" 

Public  Health  Acts  but  not  under  the  j  taPken)  Jnt  t0  H.M. 
Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (s.  5)  ...  (  Inspector . 

Other 

V/  IX-LV^A.  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  ioi)  :  - 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year  ... 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  ... 

•  •  • 

7 

7 

February ,  1910. 

HENRY  J.  ALFORD,  M.D.,  Lond., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health « 


TAUNTON  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


Inspector  of  Nuisances'  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Work  completed 
in  the  Year  1909  (J.  W.  Northcombe,  Certified  Inspector ). 


Number  of  Complaints  to  Sanitary  Officer  ... 

... 

... 

54 

Number  of  Inspections,  House  to  House,  Premises 

&c. 

... 

M5° 

>  > 

Houses  Closed  Unfit  ... 

... 

... 

1 

G 

O 

Orders  issued  for  Sanitary  Amendments  of  Houses, 
Premises,  & c. 

) 

J 

136 

+-* 

o 

CD 

a 

c n 

G 

M 

Houses,  Premises,  &c.,  Cleaned,  Repaired, 
washed,  &c. 

Lime- 

1 

1 

271 

o 

CO 

*-* 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Illness  of  an  Infectious  Character  72 

"5 

(Si 

V 

Drains  Tested  with  Smoke  Test 

... 

... 

279 

Pollution  of  Stream 

... 

... 

2  aT 

G  co 

Soil  Pipes  Repaired  and  Renewed 

... 

... 

8 

2  o 
QK 

Repaired,  Cleansed,  Trapped,  &c. 

... 

... 

208 

c n 

<D 

(S) 

Repaired  ... 

... 

228 

O 

O 

1-4 

Supplied  with  Water 

... 

... 

4 

0) 

-*-* 

aj 

£ 

New  Provided 

... 

... 

14 

Dust 

Bins. 

Repaired,  Covered,  &c. 

... 

... 

1 

Main  Draw-off  Taps  fixed  ... 

... 

... 

2 

E, 

o, 

i  p 

cn 

u 

a> 

-4—1 

0j 

Cisterns  Cleaned,  Repaired,  Covered,  &c. 

... 

... 

Houses  Supplied  with  Corporation  Water 

... 

... 

2 

£ 

Wells  unfit  for  Use  and  Condemned  ... 

... 

... 

1 

Number  of  Lodging  Houses  Registered 

... 

... 

3 

Dust  Removal.  Number  of  Communications  received 
and  attended  to 

I 

f 

504 

cn 

a 

o 

Removal  of  Accumulation  of  Dung,  Stagnant  Water, 
Animal  and  other  Refuse 

) 

f 

61 

0) 

G 

-2 

Animals  Removed,  being  improperly  kept 

... 

... 

57 

o 

(Si 

•  H 

s 

rd 

V 

w 

0 

Bakehouses  ... 

•  •  • 

31 

<D 

G< 

(Si 

G 

HH 

Licensed  Cowsheds  ... 

... 

... 

5 

>> 

aJ 

Dairies  and  Milkshops,  &c. 

... 

*  •  . 

57 

G 

bJD 

0) 

& 

Licensed  Slaughter-houses 

... 

... 

1 1 

Articles  of  Bedding,  &c.,  Disinfected  at  Steam  Disinfector 

... 

1. 74i 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

School  Medical  Officer  for  the  Year  1909. 


To  the  Taunton  Education  Committee. 

Taunton,  January,  1910. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, — 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1909  as  Medical  Inspector  of  the  Children  in  the 
Elementary  Schools  of  the  Borough. 

The  children  inspected  have,  in  compliance  with  the  Code 
of  1909,  comprised  those  who  are  (1)  new  comers,  and  (2) 
those  leaving  school,  in  other  words,  those  above  twelve  years 
of  age. 

I.  Number  of  Children  Inspected. 

The  total  number  I  inspected  during  the  year  was  953, 
468  being  boys  and  485  girls. 

Table  I.  gives  the  various  numbers  in  the  ten  schools  in 
the  town. 

The  largest  numbers  were  in  the  North  Town  Council 
School ;  St.  Andrew’s  and  the  Central  coming  next,  then 
Trinity  and  South  Street  Schools. 


34 
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TABLE  I. 


Schools. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

I 

Total. 

North  Town  C. 

126 

89 

21  q 

St.  Andrew’s 

79 

87 

166 

Central 

58 

98 

156 

Trinity 

58 

53 

1 1 1 

St.  James’  .  . 

26 

37 

63 

South  Street 

55 

49 

104 

Memorial 

18 

34 

52 

St.  John’s  .  . 

21 

16 

37 

Original  Infants 

19 

15 

34 

St.  George’s 

8 

n 

/ 

15 

Total 

468 

u-> 

00 

A 

953 

II.  Ages. 

289  of  the  children  were  under  five  years  of  age,  406  be¬ 
tween  five  and  twelve  years,  and  258  were  over  twelve  years 
of  age. 

The  number  at  the  various  ages  are  given  in  Table  II., 
tabulated  according  to  years  and  sexes. 


TABLE  II. 


Ages. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

2  years 

_ 

0 

2 

3  . 

45 

45 

9° 

4  >>  . 

47 

53 

100 

5 . 

44 

53 

97 

6  „  . 

38 

33 

7i 

7 . 

56 

63 

1 19 

8  . . 

35 

60 

95 

9  . 

17 

15 

32 

10  „  . 

22 

17 

39 

11  ,,  . 

25 

25 

50 

12  „  . 

121 

105 

226 

13  »  . 

17 

13 

30 

14  „ 

1 

1 

2 

Total 

468 

485 

953 

A  complete  list  of  schools,  ages  of  children,  and  whether 
boys  or  girls  are  given  in  Table  III.,  which  gives  at  a  glance  all 
those  particulars  pertaining  to  the  various  schools. 


TABLE  III. 


Children  Inspected  1909,  according  to  School,  Ages,  and  Sexes. 


School. 

2  years. 

3  years. 

4  years. 

5  years. 

6  years. 

7  years. 

8  years. 

9  years. 

10  years. 

1 1  years. 

12  years. 

13  years. 

14 

1 

years.1 

Totals 

• 

B.  G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

North  Town  C. 

77 

7 

9 

4 

13 

12 

9 

10 

2 

17 

17 

10 

9 

1 

•  • 

1 1 

5 

7 

1 1 

44 

12 

2 

2 

1 

.. ! 

1 

126 

89 

215 

St.  Andrew’s 

•  •  •  • 

10 

14 

16 

17 

9 

1 1 

3 

8 

3 

7 

2 

1 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

9 

2 

21 

24 

3 

3 

•  • 

79 

87 

166 

Central 

2 

7 

5 

4 

6 

8 

9 

2 

1 

5 

1 

25 

3 

6 

1 

6 

3 

6 

20 

23 

2 

4 

•  • 

00 

1/0 

98 

156 

Trinity 

. . 

9 

2 

7 

8 

3 

6 

7 

9 

19 

18 

4 

3 

1 

4 

3 

1 

2 

•  • 

2 

1 

1 

1 

00 

rn 

53 

III 

St.  James’ 

2 

5 

3 

4 

3 

3 

1 

6 

•  - 

0 

16 

16 

1 

•  • 

1 

26 

37 

63 

i 

South  Street 

■ 

•  • 

4 

4 

3 

3 

5 

8 

4 

2 

10 

6 

13 

9 

5 

2 

3 

4 

3 

3 

2 

8 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

55 

49 

104 

Memorial 

1 

5 

3 

1 1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

•  • 

2 

1 1 

12 

1 

1 

•  • 

18 

34 

52 

St.  John’s 

2 

3 

2 

•  • 

4 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

•  • 

1 

1 

5 

8 

2 

!  21 

16 

37 

Original  Infants 

6 

4 

7 

4 

4 

4 

2 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

19 

15 

34 

St.  George’s 

2 

•  • 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

• 

•  • 

1 

2 

2 

•  • 

8 

7 

15 

Total 

2 

45 

45 

47 

53 

44 

53 

38 

33 

56 

63 

35 

60 

17 

15 

22 

17 

25 

25 

121 

105 

17 

13 

1 

1 

468 

00 

^  953 
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III.  Personal  History  of  the  Children. 

1.  Previous  Illnesses.  The  past  history  of  the  health  of 
each  child  is  carefully  inquired  into  in  every  case,  and  from 
'this  much  useful  information  is  acquired,  which  may  be  of 
value  in  the  future. 

The  most  universal  disease  from  which  the  children  have 
suffered  is  Measles,  and  if  the  disease  is  to  be  had,  it  is  much 
better  to  have  it  in  childhood  than  in  adult  life. 

665  out  of  the  953  had  had  Measles,  330  boys  and  335 
girls. 

482  had  suffered  from  Whooping  Cough,  which  is  the  next 
most  frequent  disease,  235  being  boys  and  247  girls. 

290  had  had  Chicken  Pox,  the  number  being  equally 
divided  between  boys  and  girls,  145  of  each. 

75  had  suffered  from  Scarlet  Fever,  2  from  Diphtheria,  and 
10  from  other  diseases. 

Table  IV.  gives  all  these  particulars.  It  will  be  noticed 
how  even  is  the  proportion  of  boys  and  girls. 

2.  Family  Medical  History.  On  inquiry,  the  Family 
History  of  the  children  shows  that  138  families  had  deaths 
from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  in  some  member,  and  2  families 
had  Insanity. 

IV.  Standards  and  Attendances  of  Children. 

As  regards  the  various  Standards,  366  were  classified  in 
“  Infants,”  171  being  boys  and  195  girls. 

In  the  first  standard  were  137  children,  in  the  second  89, 
in  the  third  49,  in  the  fourth  75,  in  the  fifth  140,  in  the  sixth 
85,  and  in  the  seventh  12. 

These  will  all  be  found  detailed  in  the  accompanying 
Table,  the  number  of  boys  and  girls  being  given  and  the 
schools  to  which  they  were  attached. 

The  attendance  was  generally  very  good,  860  of  the  953 
being  returned  as  “  good,”  74  were  marked  44  fair,”  and  19 


TABLE  IV. 

Previous  Illnesses  of  Children  Tabulated  according  to  School  and  Sex. 
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The  inspection  of  the  children  deals  (i)  with  their  general, 
physical  and  mental  condition,  and  their  various  defects  ; 
and  (2)  with  their  height  and  weight  at  various  ages. 

I  will  first  take — 

V.  General,  Physical  and  Mental  Condition  and  Defects. 

1.  Clothing  and  Footgear.  There  was  a  great  improvement 
in  this  respect  compared  to  the  previous  year,  only  8  of  the 
whole  number  being  in  a  bad  and  dilapidated  condition. 

No  doubt  the  knowledge  that  the  child  has  to  come  up  for 
inspection  tends  to  induce  the  mother  to  make  it  as  smart  as 
possible,  but,  notwithstanding  this,  I  have  been  particularly 
struck  with  the  good  quality  of  the  clothes  and  boots  and 
shoes,  and  their  general  tidiness. 

2.  Nutrition.  Some  of  the  children  brought  to  me  I 
found  delicate,  and  nutrition  below  the  normal.  There  were 
35  in  all  that  may  be  so  described,  18  boys  and  17  girls. 

All  these  children  were  looked  after  at  their  homes,  and 
these  and  their  surroundings  inquired  into,  and  visits  from 
the  School  Nurse  frequently  repeated. 

3.  Cleanliness  and  Condition  of  Skin.  The  number  of 
children  with  dirty  heads  or  bodies  were  very  small  compared 
to  the  previous  year. 

The  verminous  heads  too  were  less  in  number.  As  usual, 
the  girls  were  affected  much  more  than  boys,  75  girls  to  6 
boys.  More  care  is  evidently  given  to  the  state  of  the  hair 
than  formerly,  and  this  is  greatly  due  to  their  being  looked 
after  by  the  School  Nurse. 

Ringworm  is  still  found,  but  not  in  the  neglected  form  I 
found  in  the  previous  year. 

Speaking  generally,  I  found  more  attention  had  been  paid 
to  the  cleanliness  of  the  children,  and  as  a  result  their  condition 
was  much  improved. 

4.  Teeth.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  condition  of  the  teeth 
is  very  bad. 

486,  or  nearly  one-half  of  the  total  number,  suffered  from 
carious  teeth  to  a  greater  or  less  degree. 
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It  is  much  to  be  desired  that  the  services  of  a  Dentist  could 
be  invoked  to  remedy  this  evil,  which  cannot  fail  to  have  a 
bad  effect  on  the  general  nutrition  of  the  child,  by  impeding  or 
interfering  with  digestion. 

Girls  appeared  to  be  more  affected  than  boys,  those  suffer¬ 
ing  being  in  the  relation  of  275  girls  to  181  boys.  The  general 
cleanliness  of  the  teeth,  however,  I  found  improved.  The 
habit  of  eating  too  fast,  not  properly  masticating  the  food, 
and  the  eating  of  unwholesome  sweets,  all  tend  to  cause  decay 
of  the  teeth,  which  become  the  home  of  countless  deleterious 
bacilli,  the  presence  of  which  further  increases  the  process  of 
decay. 

5.  Nose  and  Throat.  A  few  cases  of  Enlarged  Tonsils  and 
Adenoids  were  found,  and  were  referred  to  medical  treatment. 

6.  Vision.  196  cases  of  defective  vision  were  discovered, 
69  being  boys  and  98  girls.  Now,  as  last  year,  the  number  of 
girls  with  defective  sight  was  in  excess  of  the  boys. 

In  all  these  cases  where  sight  was  very  imperfect  spectacles 
were  advised,  and  in  the  minor  cases,  the  avoidance  of  strain 
upon  the  eyes,  either  by  the  use  of  small  print,  or  reading  by 
artificial  light  was  insisted  upon. 

In  the  case  of  girls,  all  kinds  of  fine  needlework  were  for¬ 
bidden. 

In  the  case  of  infants  no  test  of  vision  was  made. 

7.  Ear  Disease  and  Hearing.  Only  two  cases  of  partial 
deafness  were  discovered. 

In  all  others  there  was  an  absence  of  Ear  Disease,  and  the 
hearing  was  good. 

8.  Mental  Condition.  2  cases  of  Mental  Dulness  were 
detected,  and  2  cases  of  Stammering. 

The  Heart,  Lungs,  and  Nervous  Systems  were  found 
normal.  There  was,  however,  one  case  of  Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis,  which  was  not  allowed  to  remain  at  school. 

9.  Injections  Diseases.  I  discovered  2  cases  of  Chicken 
Pox  during  the  year,  which  were  excluded  from  school  until 
free  from  infection. 


TABLE  VI. 

Classified  Statement  of  Defects  Found. 


Defects. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

i.  Clothing  and  Footgear. 

Clothes  and  Boots  Bad 

3 

5 

8 

2.  Nutrition. 

Below  Normal 

18 

17 

35 

3.  Cleanliness  and  Condition  of  Skin. 

Head  Dirty 

2 

2 

Body  Dirty 

3 

1 

4 

Pediculosis 

6 

75 

81 

Ringworm 

5 

6  | 

1 1 

Scurf 

3 

3 

Impetigo 

.  . 

1  ! 

1 

Herpes  .  . 

3 

2 

5 

Eczema  .  . 

2 

3 

5 

4.  Teeth. 

Carious  Teeth  .  . 

l8l 

275 

456 

Hutchinsonian  ditto 

1 

1 

5.  Nose  and  Throat. 

Enlarged  Tonsils 

3 

5 

8 

Adenoids 

1 

1 

2 

Ozoena 

1 

,  . 

1 

Goitre  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 

.  , 

3 

3 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands 

2 

2 

Cleft  Palate 

1 

•  • 

1 

6.  External  Eye  Disease. 

Blepharitis 

2 

2 

4 

Strabismus 

0 

2 

4 

7.  Vision. 

Defective  Vision 

69 

98 

196 

Right  Eye 

52 

76 

128 

Left  Eye 

47 

78 

125 

8.  Ear  Disease  and  Hearing. 

Partially  Deaf  .  . 

2 

.. 

2 

9.  Mental  Condition. 

Dull  . 

2 

2 

Stammering 

0 

•  . 

2 

10.  Heart  and  Circulation. 

Nil 

•• 

11.  Lungs. 

Nil 

12.  Nervous  System. 

Nil  . 

13.  Tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

14.  Deformities  and  Spinal  Disease. 

Weak  Ankles 

1 

•  • 

1 

16.  Infectious  or  Contagious  Diseases. 

Chicken  Pox 

2 

■■ 

2 
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VI.  Height  and  Weight  of  Children. 

Table  VII.  gives  the  average  height  and  weight  of  children 
at  various  ages,  from  2  to  14  years,  and  tabulated  according  to 
the  sexes,  according  to  English  and  Metric  systems. 


TABLE  VII, 

Average  Height  and  Weight  of  Children  at  Various  Ages, 


Height. 

Weight. 

Ages. 

English 
ft.  ins. 

Metric 

Centi¬ 

metres. 

English, 
st.  lbs. 

Metric 

Kilograms. 

Boys — 

3  years 

3  0 

91-5 

2  5 

14-9 

4  ,,  . 

3  2 

96-4 

2  7 

15-8 

5  . . 

3  4 

101  -6 

2  9 

16  ■  8 

6  <>  . 

3  7 

109-1 

3  2 

19-9 

7  . 

3  8 

1 1 1  •  8 

3  4 

20-8 

8  „  . 

3  9 

H4‘3 

3  5 

21-3 

” 

4  1 

124*4 

4  1 

25-8 

10  ,,  . 

4  3 

129-5 

4  3 

26-7 

11 

4  5 

134-6 

4  8 

29-0 

12  „  . 

4  7 

I39-7 

S  2 

32-6 

13  »  . 

14  . . 

4  7 

I39-7 

5  5 

34-o 

Girls — 

3  years . 

3  1 

94-0 

2  4 

I4-5 

4 

3  2 

96-5 

2  7 

15-8 

5  . 

3  5 

104-1 

2  9 

i6'8 

6  ”  . 

3  7 

109-2 

3  2 

19-9 

7  . 

3  9 

II4-3 

3  5 

21-3 

8 . 

3  9 

1143 

3  6 

21-8 

9  . 

4  0 

121-9 

3  8 

22  *  7 

10  „  . 

4  2 

127-0 

4  2 

26-3 

11 

4  5 

134-6 

4  8 

29-0 

12  „  . 

4  7 

139-7 

5  2 

32-6 

13  . . 

14  „  . 

4  8 

142-3 

5  4 

33-5 

VII.  General  Condition  of  Schools  and  School  Premises. 

The  general  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  schools,  as  regards 
ventilation  and  cleanliness,  varies  greatly. 
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Very  much  depends  on  the  care  and  diligence  of  the  Care¬ 
takers. 

It  cannot  be  expected  that  the  condition  which  one  finds  in 
the  New  Council  School  can  be  found  in  the  older  schools  of 
the  town.  When  they  were  built  School  Hygiene  was  unheard 
of,  and  the  fact  that  the  children  of  to-day  would  become  the 
people  of  the  future,  and  that  their  physical,  mental  and  moral 
development  depends  much  upon  their  school  surroundings 
was  not  thought  of. 

Still,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  and  making  allowance  for 
these  facts,  the  conditions  are  fairly  good. 

To  ensure  the  better  cleanliness  and  general  healthiness  of 
the  schools,  I  drew  up  a  Table  of  Instructions  to  Caretakers. 

These  dealt  with  the  daily  and  weekly  work  required  to  be 
done  to  ensure  their  sanitary  condition,  and  the  work  to  be 
done  at  the  end  of  each  term. 

I  am  sorry  that  some  of  the  recommendations  were  watered 
down  by  your  Committee,  especially  with  regard  to  the  scrub¬ 
bing  of  the  floors.  Of  course,  these  are  only  “  recommenda¬ 
tions,”  but  I  cannot  too  strongly  urge  upon  the  Managers  of 
Schools  the  necessity  of  the  Caretakers  performing  their  duties 
conscientiously  and  thoroughly. 

It  is  quite  useless  to  expect  children  to  keep  themselves 
clean,  if  they  have  an  object  lesson  in  carelessness,  and  dirty 
floors  and  windows,  or  to  be  healthy  if  impure  air  is  breathed 
owing  to  closed  windows. 

In  conclusion  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  state  that  I  have 
found  the  condition  of  the  children  greatly  improved. 

This  applies  not  merely  to  their  personal  cleanliness,  but  to 
their  clothing  and  footgear. 

I  established  early  in  the  year,  with  your  approval,  a 
system  of  notification  of  all  cases  of  infectious  and  contagious 
disease  by  the  Head  Teacher.  They  were  provided  with 
printed  forms,  on  which  they  at  once  communicate  to  me  all 
such  cases  as  they  occur. 

The  cases  are  then  inquired  into,  the  homes  visited,  and 
the  children  kept  under  observation  until  well. 
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91  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  notified,  46  of  Chicken 
Pox,  8  of  Measles,  64  of  Ringworm,  and  33  of  other  diseases. 

These  were  all  visited  by  the  School  Nurse  at  their  homes. 

The  number  of  visits  thus  paid  was  123  in  cases  of  Whoop¬ 
ing  Cough,  66  of  Chicken  Pox,  and  245  in  cases  of  Ringworm. 

Miss  Bradley  reports  that  the  total  number  of  visits  she 
paid  during  the  year  were  1,423,  539  of  these  were  to  cases 
notified  by  the  Teachers,  817  to  the  homes  of  children  whom 
I  had  inspected,  and  to  cases  brought  to  her  notice  by  the 
Teachers  at  the  schools  but  not  notified.  She  had  also  paid 
67  visits  to  the  schools,  excluding  attendances  when  the  chil¬ 
dren  were  inspected. 

The  following  up  of  all  these  cases  was  of  great  benefit  to 
the  children.  Their  seeking  medical  treatment  was  insisted 
on,  and  children  were  brought  to  me  from  time  to  time  to  see 
how  they  were  progressing,  and  when  they  might  return  to 
school. 

Besides  the  benefit  this  is  to  the  children,  the  average 
attendance  cannot  fail  to  be  improved  by  it. 

The  indiscriminate  method  of  keeping  from  school  all 
children  coming  from  an  infected  house  has  been  altered.  On 
the  occurrence  of  an  infectious  disease,  I  send  a  notice  to  the 
Head  Teacher,  naming  the  time  that  children  in  the  house  are 
to  be  excluded,  and  when  they  can  return. 

The  teachers  are  now  provided  with  a  Table  of  all  such 
diseases,  and  the  methods  to  be  adopted  in  each  case. 

Cases  have  come  under  my  observation  of  children  being 
kept  from  school  for  months  when  they  might  have  been  at 
school  if  the  case  had  only  been  properly  inquired  into  and 
looked  after. 

It  is  too  early  yet  to  look  to  any  great  improvement,  but 
the  time  will  surely  come  when  the  condition  of  the  children 
and  their  homes  will  be  greatly  improved. 

It  is  gratifying  to  notice  the  interest  taken  by  the  parents 
of  the  children  in  this  inspection. 

No  less  than  377  attended  personally  during  the  year,  and 
far  from  resenting  the  examination,  they  showed  the  liveliest 
interest,  often  wanting  to  know  the  height  and  weight,  and 
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the  absence  or  otherwise  of  disease,  and  always  ready  to  give 
every  information  with  regard  to  the  past  history  and  family 
history  of  the  children. 

The  School  Nurse  too  is  always  gladly  received  at  the 
homes,  and  her  advice  valued. 

All  this  tends  very  greatly  to  assist  us,  and  to  render  the 
inspections  thorough  and  complete. 

Although  this  work  is  still  in  its  infancy,  I  feel  sure  in  the 
future  great  results  will  be  found  in  the  improved  health  of 
the  people,  and  the  condition  of  their  homes. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

HENRY  J.  ALFORD,  M.D.,  Lond., 

School  Medical  Officer. 


